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Curriculum Vitae 

Employment
Associate Professor, Political Science Department, University of Oregon, Sept 2013. 

Affiliated Faculty member: Ethnic Studies; Women’s and Gender Studies; Center for the Study of Women in Society.

Assistant Professor, Political Science Department, University of Oregon, 

September 2007-Present.
Research Associate, Center for the Study of Women in Society, University of Oregon, 

September 2004-2007.

Education

Ph.D. in Political Science, Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research, May 2005. Dissertation Committee: Victoria Hattam (chair), Adolph Reed, Ann Snitow. Dissertation: Nuptial Nation: Marriage and the Politics of Civic Membership in the United States. 
M.A. in Gender Studies and Feminist Theory, Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research, May 1996. 

Thesis: On the Distinction between Race and Gender: Marriage Law in the Nineteenth-Century.

B.A. in History, University of Wisconsin at Madison, December 1990.

Academic Manuscript (peer-reviewed)
American Marriage: A Political Institution, ((University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012 (cloth), 


2015 (paper), in the American Governance: Politics, Policy and Public Law series). 

Academic Publications (peer-reviewed)
“Constructing the Sex Trafficker: Sexual Violence and State Violence in California,” (with Dan
HoSang), accepted for publication New Political Science.  
“State, Status and the American Family,” (with Alison Gash), Polity, April 2016, (Vol. 48, No 

2).
“The Importance of Political Identity in Studying Institutions,” in Dialogue: Identity and 

Institutions in Politic History: A Cross Disciplinary Discussion, Vol 1, No 2, p 238-240, 

Politics, Groups, Identities, June 2013. 

“Introduction: Identity and Institutions in Politic History: A Cross Disciplinary Discussion,” 
Intersection of Political Science and History,” (with Julie Novkov, Nancy Berlage and 
Priscilla Yamin). Vol 1, No 2, 220-224, Politics, Groups, and Identities Journal, June 
2013. 

Co-editor, “Dialogue: Identity and Institutions in Political History: A Cross-Disciplinary 

Discussion, with Julie Novkov and Nancy Berlage, Politics, Groups and Identities 

journal, Vol 1, No 2, June 2013, p 221-251.
“The Search for Marital Order: Civic Membership and the Politics of Marriage in the 

Progressive Era,” Vol 41, No 1, January 2009, Polity Journal.

Additional Academic Publications
Book Review, Marsha Garrison and Elizabeth S. Scott, eds, Marriage at the Crossroads: Law 

Policy and the Brave New World, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2012), 


Perspectives on Politics, Vol 12, Issue 01, March 2014, p 196-198. 

Book Review, Melanie Heath, One Marriage under God, (New York: New York University 


Press, 2012), Contemporary Sociology, March 2014, Vol 43, No 2, p 215-216. 

Book Review, Isabel Heinemann, ed., Inventing the Modern American Family, (New York: 


Campus, 2012), Journal of American History (2013), Vol 100, Issue 3, p 883-884. 
“Gender, Sexuality, and Refugee Status: Point and Counterpoint” in Debates on 

U. S. Immigration volume, edited by Judith Gans, Elaine M. Replogle and Daniel J. 

Tichenor, (Sage Publications, 2012), p 27 – 38. 

Book review, Patricia Strach’s All in the Family, (Stanford University Press, 2007) in Politics & 
Gender, Vol 5, No 2, June 2009.
Encyclopedia of Nationalism (Academic Press, 2000), edited by Alexander Motyl. Contributing 
researcher and writer, entries: “Feminism and Nationalism,” “Law and Nationalism,” 
“Toni Morrison,” “June Jordan,” “Seneca Falls Convention.”

Other Publications

“Marriage and the Politics of America,” at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/priscilla-yamin/marriage-and-the-politics_b_2166695.html, posted November 11, 2012. 

 “Priscilla Yamin Asks: What Role Should Marriage Play in Defining the Rights of Citizens?” at http://pennpress.typepad.com/pennpresslog/2012/05/priscilla-yamin-marriage-rights-citizens.html, posted May 29, 2012.
Review Essay: Nancy Cott Public Vows, Elizabeth Freeman Wedding Complex and Dorian 

Solot Unmarried to Each Other, in New Formulation, (Spring 2003).

Interview with Elizabeth Freeman on The Wedding Complex, for www.Indiebride.com, (Spring 

2003).

Interview with Nancy Cott on Public Vows, for www.Indiebride.com, (Fall 2001).

Credited articles in Mother Jones magazine: "Passing the Buck in Tinseltown," July/August 

1993; "Hellraiser - Just a Country Girl," July/August 1993;  "The Godfather of Managed     
Competition," May/June 1993;  "The Toxic Ten," January/February 1993.

Reproductive Rights in Eastern Europe, (Prague: Helsinki Citizens' Assembly, 1992), 

contributing writer and researcher. 

Current Research and Writing Projects
“Family and the State in the 1970s” project Manuscript draft; examines role of family in 

defining the Neoliberal US State.  
“Immigration, Eugenics and Family: The Process of State-Building in the Progressive Era.” 
Manuscript draft; examines role of eugenic notions of family in state building in the Progressive Era. 
“What Makes a Family: The Role of Criminal Prosecution and Deportation in Shaping Family 


Politics” (with Alison Gash). 
Grants and Awards

Graduate School, New Graduate Specialization, “Culture, Identity and Politics.”

College of Arts and Science, General Education Renaissance grant, 2015 to develop innovative 


undergraduate courses, cluster under social and economic inequality, with Dan HoSang, 


Ellen Scott, Loren Kajakawa, Jessica Vasquez and Alison Gash. 

UO Williams Fund for Undergraduate Education, grant to develop course series on sexuality and 

politics, with Dan HoSang and Alison Gash.

Junior Professor Research Reward, University of Oregon, summer 2010

Faculty Research Grant, award from the Center for the Study of Women in Society, UO, Fall 

term, 2009.

New Faculty Junior Award, University of Oregon, summer 2008

Paper nominated for the Pi Sigma Alpha Award for best paper presented at the 2005 Western 
Political Science Association meeting. Paper titled: “From Spouses to Citizens: Marriage Politics in the US.”

Conference Presentations
“What Makes a Family: The Role of Criminal Prosecution and Deportation in Shaping Family 


Politics” with Alison Gash, Western Political Science Association, San Diego, CA, 


March 24-26th, 2016 

“Constructing the Sex Trafficker: Sexual Violence and State Violence in California,” with Dan 


HoSang, American Political Science Association, San Fran, CA Sept 1-4, 2015
“The Dysfunctional Politics of the Functional Family,” with Alison Gash, American Political 

Science Association, San Fran, CA, September 1-4, 2015


Countering Colorblindness: Critical Interventions across the Academy, University of Oregon, 


June 2015. 
“Into the Fold: When Alternative Families Become Families,” with Alison Gash, paper presented 

at the American Political Science Association, Washington DC, Sept 1, 2014.

“The “Sciencization of Family” and the Politics of State-Building and Policymaking,” presented 

at American Political Science Association annual meetings, Chicago, IL, Sept 1, 

2013. 

Chair of panel: How Family Matters in State Building and Policy Formation, American Political 

Science Association annual meetings, August 30th, 2013. 
Roundtable: Identities, Institutions, and Development: A Conversation Inspired by Priscilla 
Yamin's American Marriage: A Political Institution, Western Political Science Association annual meetings, Hollywood, CA March 28, 2013.
“Immigration, Eugenics and Family: The Process of State-Building in the Progressive Era,” 
presented at the Western Political Science Association, March 2012, Portland, OR.
“Bridging Culture and Politics in APD,” Roundtable on Race, Gender and Law in American 
Political Development, American Political Science Association, Seattle, September 2011.  

“Marriage politics in the 1960s,” Presented at the American Political Science Association, 
September 2-5, 2010. Washington D.C.

“Is Marriage a Political Institution? Welfare Debates on Gender, Race and Marriage,” Presented 
at the Western Political Science Association, April 1-4, San Francisco, CA, 2010.
Participant in roundtable, Bringing Sexual Orientation In: Gay Citizenship in American Political 
Development, American Political Science Association, Toronto, Canada, September 2009. 
“Marriage and the Politics of Welfare in the US.” Presented at the Western Political Science 

Association, Vancouver, Canada, March 2009. 

Participant in roundtable, Authors Meets Critics on new books by Patricia Strach and Kathleen 


Sullivan, American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, September, 2008.
Chair of panel, Terms of Inclusion: Gender, Status Relations, and Constitutional Designs 
for Equality, American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, September 2008.
“The Search for Marital Order: Immigration, Marriage and the Politics of the Progressive Era.” 

Presented at the Annual Political Science Association, Chicago, IL September,
2007.
“On the Political Meaning of Marriage.” Presented at the Western Political Science 

Association, Las Vegas, NE, March 2007.

“Under Fire:  Using Threats to the Family as a Political Strategy in the United States and Chile,” 
with Gywnn Thomas. Presented at the Western Political Science Association, Albuquerque, New Mexico, March 16-18, 2006.

“From the Marriage Contract to the Social Contract: The Crucial Role of Family in Studying 
Politics.” Presented at the Women’s Caucus for Political Science, Emerging Paradigms 

Conference, APSA pre-conference, Howard University, Washington, D.C, August 31, 
2005.

“From Spouses to Citizens: Marriage Politics in the U.S.” Presented at the Western Political 
Science Association, Oakland, CA, March 2005.

 “Normalization and National Belonging: The Politics of Same-Sex Marriage.” Presented at the 

Western Political Science Association, Portland, OR, March 2004.

“Nuptial Nation: Welfare Reform and the Politics of Race and Gender.” Presented at the 

American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, September 

2003.

"The Search for Marital Order: Citizenship and the Progressive Era Politics of Race and Gender." 
Presented at the American Political Science Association, Meetings, Boston, MA., 
September 2002.

Invited Presentations and Workshops
Western Washington University, Belham, WA, World Issues Forum co-sponsored by Women’s, 


Gender and Sexuality Studies, April 13, 2016. Speaking with Dan HoSang on our 


research on the politics of sex trafficking in the United States. 

American Marriage Book Talk, Linfield College, April 15, 2013. 

American Marriage book talk, UO Today, Humanities Center, Interview with Barbara Altman, 

April 11, 2013. 

Panelist, “Symposium: 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in Oregon,” sponsored by the 

Manuscripts Librarian at the Special Collections and University Archives, University of 

Oregon, Oct, 2012.

Panelist, “The Purity Myth: The War on Women,” sponsored by the Center for the Women in 

Society, Oct, 2012.

Panelist, “9 to 5: Women’s Work in Popular Culture.”  Gender Equity and Capitalism, which 
was sponsored by the Wayne Morse Center, Spring 2011.
Organizer and Participant, workshop, “Race, Gender, and Sexuality in Law and Political 
Development.” Ohio University’s Center for Law, Justice & Culture, in Athens, Ohio, 
May 20 - 21, 2011.
Author Reading Group, Prindle Institute for Ethics, DePauw University, March 2011. Invited to 
discuss book manuscript. 
Nuptial Nation Workshop and “book scrub” organized by Dan Tichenor, sponsored by Wayne 
Morse Center for Law and Politics, and the University of Oregon Political Science 
Department, April 11, 2009. 

Present work in progress, Colloquia Series by Dan Tichenor, Wayne Morse Center for Law and 

Politics, University of Oregon, November 21, 2008

Panelist, “Lipsticks and Pigs – Feminist Roundtable on the Presidential Election of 2008,” 
University of Oregon, October 21, 2008

Road Scholar, Community Lecture Program, sponsored by Center for the Study of Women in 
Society, University of Oregon, lecture “The Political Machinations of Marriage,” March 

2006 
Guest speaker on Air America’s local affiliate KOPT, The Nancy Stapp talk radio program, 

The Politics of Marriage in the US, June 28th, 2005.
Guest speaker at Brown Bag speaker series at Center for the Study of Women in Society, 
“Nuptial Nation: Marriage and the Politics of Civic Membership in the United States,” November 2004.

Panel participant in symposium “Perfect Unions? The Politics and Law of Same-Sex Marriage,” University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, April 2004. 

Research and Teaching Interests

US political and cultural history; women’s and gender studies; feminist theory; intersections of race, gender, class and sexuality; institutions, discourse analysis, American political development, gender and the state, marriage policy and politics.
Current Courses

Women and Politics (PS 348), Politics of Marriage (PS 410), Feminist Political Theories, PS 458/558), Honor’s Thesis Prospectus (PS 411), Identities and Politics (PS 607), Politics, Science and the Body (PS 109)
Political Science Department service
· Union Steward, 2015-2016

· Personnel Committee, 2014-2015, 2015-2016 
· Promotion and Tenure: Erin Beck 2014, Gerry Berk 2014 Alison Gash 2015
· Curriculum Committee, 2007-2008, 2011-2012, Chair: 2008-2009, 2010-2011, 2015-2016
· Undergraduate Awards and Honors Committee, Chair: 2014-2015

· US Field Committee, 2008, Chair 2008 - 2009

· Undergraduate Internship director, 2008-2012
· Director Honor’s Program in Political Science, 2008-2012
· Public Law position: Job Search Committee Fall 2009
· AEOU officer, 2009-2010

University Service
· Grant Committee Center for the Study of Women in Society, Winter, 2016

· Member, Committee on Sexual and Gender Based Violence, University Senate 2016

· Women’s and Gender Studies advisory council, 2015-2016

· College Scholars Program, guest speaker, February, 2012, Nov 2014, Nov 2015
· Moderator, Graduate Student Research Forum, February 2012

· Political science co-liason for search committee, Center for the Study of Women in Society, 2007-2008. 
· Co-Coordinator, Critical Issues in the 2008 Election speaker series, October 2008

Professional Service to the discipline
· American Political Science Association, Politics and History Section, Best Dissertation Award Committee, 2013

· Western Political Science Association, Pi Sigma Alpha best paper award committee, Chair, 2016

· Journal Reviewer for Perspectives on Politics, Politics & Gender; Contemporary Sociology; Journal of American History, New Political Science and the University of Pennsylvania Press
Professional Memberships

American Political Science Association, Section member: Women and Politics; Politics & History; Race, Ethnicity and Politics; Sexuality and Politics
National Women's Studies Association
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