
ALISON LAURA GASH 
 

EDUCATION 
 
University of California, Berkeley, Department of Political Science,     2010 

Ph.D., Political Science; Fields: American Politics, Public Law, Public Policy 
M.A., Political Science          2004 

 
Princeton University, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs                 2000 

M.P.A.-U.R.P., Domestic Policy and Urban and Regional Planning 

Vassar College,              1995 
 B.A., Art History 
 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon                                 July 2016-present 
Associate Professor, Political Science 
 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon                September, 2010-June, 2016 
Assistant Professor, Political Science 
 
Willamette University, Salem, Oregon               September, 2008-May, 2009 
Visiting Instructor, Political Science         
 
Portland State University, Portland, Oregon          January, 2008-July, 2008 
Visiting Instructor, Political Science 
 
University of California, Berkeley                September, 2004-June, 2007 
Graduate Student Instructor, Political Science                 
 
 

WORK IN PROGRESS 
 
Sex Ed: Sexuality Politics in American Schools, under contract at Rowman and Littlefield. Anticipated 
completion 4/2020 
 
 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 

BOOKS  
Below the Radar: How Silence Can Save Civil Rights, Oxford University Press, 2015 
 
Conflict of Interest and Public Life: Cross-National Perspectives, (editor, with Christine Trost)  
Cambridge University Press, 2008. 

 
ARTICLES  
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“Illegalizing Families: State, Status and Deportability,” New Political Science (with Priscilla  
Yamin), Volume 41, Issue 1, 2019. 
 
“#MeToo? Legal Discourse and Everyday Responses to Sexual Violence,” (with Ryan Harding) 
Laws, 2018, 7(2), 21 
 
“Children of Reform” (with Dan Tichenor, Angelita Chavez and Malori Musselman) Politics, Groups 
and Identitites, (forthcoming) 
 
“Collaborative Platforms as a Governance Strategy” (with Chris Ansell) Journal of Public 
Administration Research and Theory 2018 28(1) 
 
“Parenting without Protection: How Legal Status Ambiguity Affects Gay and Lesbian Parenthood” 
(with Judith Raiskin). Law & Social Inquiry (2016) 
 
“Cohering Collaborative Governance,” Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory (2016)  
 
“State, Status and the American Family,” (with Priscilla Yamin) Polity (Vol. 48, No. 2) April 2016. 
 
“Venue Effects: How Policy Source Influences Policy Support” (with Mike Murakami).  
Politics & Policy 43.5 (2015): 679-722. 
 
“Stewards, Mediators, and Catalysts: Toward a Model of Collaborative Leadership”  
(with Chris Ansell). The Innovation Journal 17(1), 2012. 
 
“Collaborative Governance in Theory and Practice,” (with Chris Ansell) Journal of Public 
Administration Research and Theory, Vol. 18, Issue 4, pp. 543-571, 2008. 
 

BOOK CHAPTERS  
 

“Deportability and (Dis)unification: Family Status and U.S. Immigration Policy,” (with Priscilla 
Yamin) in Stated Families, Family Stakes: The Family, the American State and Political Development, 
ed. Julie Novkov and Carol Nackenoff, University of Kansas Press (forthcoming) 
 
“Introduction” (with ChristineTrost) in Conflict of Interest and Public Life, 2008. 
 
“Conflict of Interest Legislation in the United States: Origins, Evolution, and Inter-branch 
Differences,” (with Bruce Cain and Mark Oleszek) in Conflict of Interest and Public Life, 2008. 
 
“School Prayer,”  (with Angelo Gonzales) in Public Opinion and Constitutional Controversy, ed. Nate 
Persily, Jack Citrin, and Patrick Egan, Oxford University Press, 2008. 
 

NON PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 

CHAPTERS 



ALISON LAURA GASH                                                                                                                       Page 3 
 

 

“Collaborative Governance” in The Handbook on Governance (co-edited Jacob Torfig and Chris 
Ansell), 2015 
 

MEDIA PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Justice Kennedy’s LGBTQ Rights Legacy may be Short-lived,” The Conversation, July 3, 2018 
(reprinted in LA Times, Chicago Tribune, Alternet and TruthOut) 
 
“How Trump Will Roll Back Obama’s Progress on Gay Rights,” Washington Monthly, January 31, 
2017. 
 
“The Conversation We’re Not Having About Rape,” Washington Monthly, November 1, 2016 
 
“After Orlando, the Road to Equality Just Got Longer,”  Washington Monthly, June 29, 2016 
 
“Why Transgender Students Need Safe Bathrooms,” Fortune, November 19, 2015. 
 
“When it Comes to Custody Battles, Marriage Equality Still Has a Ways to Go,” Washington Monthly, 
October 15, 2015. 
 
“Gay Parenting in the Post-Obergefell World,” Washington Monthly, July 8, 2015. 
 
“Supreme Court same-sex marriage compromise could prove costly for couples and kids,” The  
Conversation, May 10, 2015.  
 
“Adoptive gay parents win another Supreme Court victory (mostly), Washington Monthly, March 15, 
2016. 
 
“For transgender students a divided pool of college options,” The Conversation, March 24, 2015.  
 
“Oregon leads the way with nation’s first openly bisexual governor,” The Conversation, March 2,  
2015. Reprinted in Newsweek, RawStory, and Slate. 
 
“Michigan’s marriage ban is bad for kids” The Huffington Post, March 10, 2014. 
 
“When it comes to custody battles, marriage equality still has a ways to go,” Washington Monthly, 
October 15, 2015. 
 
“Gay Parenting in the Post-Obergefell World,” Washington Monthly, July 18, 2015. 
 
“Under the Gaydar: How Gays Won the Right to Raise Children without Conservatives even  
Noticing,” Washington Monthly, May/June 2013.  
 
“Obama’s Support More than just Talk,”  Politico, May 11, 2012. 
 

OTHER 



ALISON LAURA GASH                                                                                                                       Page 4 
 

 

 
“Career Ladders and Pathways for the Hard-to-Employ,”  (with Melissa Mack) US Department of  
Labor Issue Brief, September 2010. 
 
“Countermajoritarianism,” in Schultz (ed.) Encyclopedia of the United States Constitution,  NY: Facts  
on File, Inc, 2008. 
 
“Housing and the Constitution,” in ibid. 
 

PUBLIC/INVITED LECTURES 
 
Protecting Checks and Balances 
 Portland           11/18  
The Supreme Court at a Critical Juncture 
 Quack Chats, Eugene          10/18 
The Supreme Court: Understanding the Nominations,  

One Day University/Atlanta Journal Constitution, Atlanta     10/18 
The Supreme Court: A Closer Look (simulcast to 20 states)  

One Day University, Cape Cod Times, Cape Cod       8/18 
Free Speech Revisited: Provocative Views of the First Amendment,  

One Day University/San Francisco Chronicle, San Francisco    4/18 
Free Speech Revisited: Provocative Views of the First Amendment,  

One Day University/The Oregonian, Portland      3/18 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/Fresno Bee, Fresno       3/18 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day Univeristy/Minneapolis Star Tribune, Minneapolis    2/18 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/The Tribune, San Luis Obispo        9/17 
The United States Supreme Court 
 SSI-CLIMB, Portland          5/17 
The Supreme Court: A Closer Look,  

One Day University/The Oregonian, Portland       4/17 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/Chicago Tribune, Chicago      5/17 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/Sacramento Bee, Sacramento      2/17 
The Supreme Court and the Election 
 NW Permanente Physicians Group, Portland       12/16 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/The Oregonian, Portland            10/16 
The Supreme Court: What’s Next and Why it Matters,  

One Day University/The Spokesman Review, Spokane       9/16 
After Orlando, Gay Pride Talk, Beth Israel            6/16 
Gay Rights in Policy and Practice, Training for the Dept. of Agriculture, Oregon       6/16 
Western Washington University, Topic: Same-Sex Marriage and Supreme Court Review      4/15 
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University of Oregon, Topic: Beyond Same Sex Marriage                 1/14 
University of Oregon, Topic: Below the Radar: The Silent Struggle for Parental Rights  3/12 
University of Oregon, Topic: Perry, Prop 8, and Same Sex Marriage              2/12 
Willamette University, Topic: Race and the 2008 Presidential Election            11/08 
College Preparatory Academy, Topic: Federalism and American Policymaking              10/05 
College Preparatory Academy, Topic: The Supreme Court              9/05 
Portland State University, Topic: Workforce Development Policy in the US                             05/02 
Vassar College, Topic: Exploring the Promise of Litigating for Civil Rights      04/00 

 
POLICY AND LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

 
Social Policy Research Associates, Oakland, CA              2003-2009 
 Compiled research, conducted analysis and published reports on workforce development for 
 state and federal projects. Provided training and consultation to state and local boards. 
 
Worksystems Inc, Portland, OR                                           2000 – 2003 

Drafted workforce development policy, developed implementation strategies, evaluated 
program performance through statistical analysis for local, state and federal government. 

 
Washington Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights & Urban Affairs, DC     1996 – 1998 

Researched and analyzed housing, lending, and public accommodations discrimination 
complaints to determine course of action. Cases include: Dyson v. Denny’s; Pugh v. Avis Rent-
a-Car; Stackhaus v. Nationsbank; Hargraves v. Capital City Mortgage Corporation. 

 
National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, DC       1995 –1996 

Provided and presented research and analysis of issues involving the death penalty in the U.S. 
 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund, NY          1995 

Analyzed socio-economic impact of public hospital privatization in New York City. 
 
 

COURSES TAUGHT AT UO 
 

Power, Politics and Inequality 
Legal Process 
Modern Civil Rights Law  
Facts in Politics 
States Rights, State Wrongs 
 

The US Supreme Court 
Gender and the Law 
LGBTQ Rights in the Courts 
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  
 

 
FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS 

 
Martin Luther King Award, University of Oregon, 2019 
Best APSA Conference Paper, New Political Science, 2018 
Dean’s Fellow, University of Oregon, 2017-2018 
Williams Foundation Grant, 2015 
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Gen Ed Renaissance Grant, 2014 
Williams Foundation Grant, 2011 
NSF-funded award through Time-Sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences 2009 
Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship-Honorable Mention, 2007-2008 
Consortium for Faculty Diversity Fellowship, Finalist, 2007-2008 
Commendation for Excellence in Teaching, Travers Dept. of Political Science, Berkeley, Spring, 2007 
Commendation for Excellence in Teaching, Travers Dept. of Political Science, Berkeley, Fall, 2006 
Dean’s Normative Time Fellowship, University of California, Berkeley, 2006 
Outstanding Graduate Student Instructor, University of California, Berkeley, 2005 
Travers Fellowship for Ethics in Politics, University of California, Berkeley, 2003-2005 
Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship - Honorable Mention, 2005 
Regional Investment Board, Multnomah County, OR, 2002-2003 
Summer Fellowship, Princeton University, 1999 
Departmental Fellowship, Princeton University, 1998 – 2000  
Cum Laude, Vassar College, 1995 
 

RESEARCH-RELATED MEDIA PRESENTATIONS  
 
Michigan Radio             May 2016 
The Leslie Marshall Show         March 2013 
Background Briefing with Ian Masters, KPFK      March 2013 
At Issue, Wisconsin Public Radio          April 2013 

 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 
“Illegalizing” Families: State, Status and Deportability     September, 2017 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Priscilla Yamin) 
 
The Dysfunctional Politics of the Functional Family      April 2015 
Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Priscilla Yamin) 
 
Family Values: The Use of Family in U. S. Policy Debates         September 2014 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Priscilla Yamin) 
 
In the Interests of the Child: Protection, Iconography and Agency        September 2014 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Dan Tichenor) 
 
Children of Reform: The Transformation of Immigration and Gay Politics   April 2014 
Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Dan Tichenor, 
Angelita Chavez, Malori Musselman) 
 
Parenting without Protection         April 2013 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Judith Raiskin) 
 
Collaborative Innovation: The Experience of the US Workforce Investment Act  March 2013 
American Society of Public Administration Annual Meeting (with Chris Ansell) 
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Obama: The New Kennedy?                    January 2013 
Morse Center on Law and Politics 
 
Obama and Same Sex Marriage             Nov 2012 
Pacific Northwest Political Science Association Law & Courts Roundtable 
 
Going Judicial: Obama and Same-Sex Marriage           Oct. 2011 
Pacific Northwest Political Science Association Law & Courts Roundtable    
 
To Tell or Not to Tell:  Adversarialism v. Collaboration in Group Home Location                 Sept. 2011 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting 
 
Collaborative Governance: The Role of Leadership in Facilitating Creative      Sept. 2011 
Problem-Solving  
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Chris Ansell) 
  
How Citizens’ Beliefs about Venues Shape their Support for the                  
March 2011 
Policies those Venues Produce 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Mike Murakami) 
 
Courts, Legislatures, and Ballot Initiatives: How Policy Venue Affects Public Acceptance     Sept. 2009 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Mike Murakami) 
 
Explaining Public Confidence in State Courts      August, 2008 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Amy Steigerwalt) 
 
Group Homes in Gridlock: Using the Courts to Obtain Housing Rights      April, 2008 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting 
 
Backlash to Gay Rights: Comparing Same Sex Marriage and Same Sex Adoption              October 2007 
Pacific Northwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting 
 
The Next Same Sex Marriage? How Same Sex Adoption Avoided Backlash                  April 2007 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting 
 
Cueing Confidence:  The Impact of Elite Discourse on                                                         Sept. 2006 
Public Perceptions of the Supreme Court 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting 
 
Devolution in Practice                                    April 2006 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting      
 
Cueing the Public: Mobilizing Public Opinion on Same Sex Marriage                             Sept. 2005 
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Loan Le) 
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Matrimonial Mandates: The Government’s Role in Regulating Marriage        April 2005 
Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Loan Le)     
  
Matrimonial Mandates: The Government’s Role in Regulating Marriage     March 2005 
Western Political Science Association Annual Meeting (with Loan Le)  
 
In Due Time: The Courts and Backlash                  January 2005 
Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting 

 
UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AND AFFILIATIONS 

 
Chair, CAIT Difference, Power and Agency, 2018 
 
Member, Work Group on Inclusive and Intercultural Teaching, 2017 
 
Editorial Board, Law & Social Inquiry, 2019- 
 
Editorial Board, Justice Systems Journal, 2019- 
 
Editorial Board, New Criminal Law Review, 2017- 
 
Executive Committee, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association 2016-2019 
 
Best Sexuality & Politics Paper Selection Committee, Sexuality and Politics Section of the American 
Political Science Association 2015 
 
Best Law & Courts Paper Selection Committee, Law & Courts Section of the American Political 
Science Association 2015 
 
Law and Courts Section Chair of the Pacific Northwest Political Science Association Annual 
Conference. 2011 and 2012 
 
Best Law & Courts Journal Article Selection Committee Member, Law & Courts Section of the 
American Political Science Association 2012 
 
Reviewer for Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory, Public Administration Review, 
Journal of Environmental Management, and Cambridge University Press 
 
Member, American Political Science Association, Law and Courts section of APSA, American 
Association of University Women  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  


