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"The scholarship here is excellent. These people know their region and its literature cold. This collection demonstrates the po-
tential of qualitative Southeast Asian area studies to contribute to the broader accumulation of knowledge in political science,
including the development of disciplinary theory."

--Jack Snyder, Columbia University

This book argues that Southeast Asian political studies have made important contributions to theory building in
comparative politics through a dialogue involving theory, area studies, and qualitative methodology. The book pro-
vides a state-of-the-art review of key topics in the field, including: state structures, political regimes, political parties,
contentious politics, civil society, ethnicity, religion, rural development, globalization, and political economy. The
chapters allow readers to trace the development of the field of Southeast Asian politics and to address central debates
in comparative politics. The book will serve as a valuable reference for undergraduate and graduate students, scholars
of Southeast Asian politics, and comparativists engaged in theoretical debates at the heart of political science.

Available August 2008 from Stanford University Press.
448 pp / $29.95 paper / $75.00 cloth

The Contemporary Issues in Asia and the Pacific book series focuses on issues of contemporary significance in the
Asia Pacific region, most notably political, social, cultural, and economic change. The series seeks books that focus
on topics of regional importance, on problems that cross disciplinary boundaries, and that have the capacity to
reach academic and other interested audiences. The series is published by Stanford University Press.

For more information on this series, visit http://www.eastwestcenter.org/ciap.



