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ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Assistant Professor, Department of International Studies, University of Oregon. (2012-present)
Faculty Mentor, National Institute of Minority Health and Health Disparities Mental Health Research and Training Program. University of Southern California and Benemérita Universidad Autónoma de Puebla. (2012-present)

Lecturer, Department of Anthropology and Global Health Program; University of California, San

Diego. (2011-2012)
Education
Ph.D.  Anthropology. University of California Los Angeles. 2011.

Dissertation: Living with Mother Migration: Grandmothers, Caregiving, and Children in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Committee: Linda Garro (Chair), Nancy Levine, Carole Browner, Doug Hollan
M.A.  Anthropology. University of California, Los Angeles. 2007. 

Thesis: The Pain of “Thinking too Much”: Dolor de Cerebro and Social Hardship among Rural Nicaraguan Women
M.P.H.  Community Health Sciences. University of California, Los Angeles. 2004.

M.A.  Latin American Studies. University of California, Los Angeles. 2004.

B.A.   Sociology/Anthropology. Lewis & Clark College. 1994. 

Thesis: Race, Gender, Class: A Critical Perspective on the Culture of Poverty Debate (Departmental Honors)
COURSES TAUGHT 
Global Health & Development; Migrant & Refugee Health; Global Reproductive Health; Gender, Family, and Transnational Migration; Global Health & Cultural Diversity; Introduction to Psychological Anthropology; Introduction to Medical Anthropology; Global Mental Health; Disasters, Displacement & Global Health; Latin American Communities; Qualitative & Mixed-Methods Research Methods.

SCHOLARSHIP

Peer-Reviewed Articles:

2014.  “Quiero ir y no quiero ir” (I want to go and I don’t want to go): Nicaraguan Children’s Ambivalent Experiences of Transnational Family Life. The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 19(2):284-309.
2014. “Pensando Mucho” (“Thinking too Much”): Embodied Distress among Grandmothers in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Culture, Medicine & Psychiatry DOI: 10.1007/s11013-014-9381-z.
2014. (First Author, with: Stasiun, Jillian, Musigdilok, Visanee, & Win, Cho) Generation, Displacement and Deservedness among Karen Refugees in California. International Migration.
In Press.  Grandmothers, Children and Intergenerational Distress in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. In: Brandon Kohrt and Emily Mendenhall (Eds.) Global Mental Health: A Narrative Reader. Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press.
2011. The Pain of “Thinking too Much”: Dolor de Cerebro and the Embodiment of

Social Hardship among Nicaraguan Women. Ethos 39(2): 226-248.

2009. (Second Author, with: Linda Garro). ‘A Massive Long Way’: Interconnecting Histories, A ‘Special Child’, ADHD, and Everyday Family Life. Culture, Medicine, & Psychiatry 33:559-607. 
Under Review:
(Co-First Author, with: Mendenhall, Emily & Kohrt, Brandon A.) Ethnographic Narratives and Psychiatric Questionnaires: Complementarity in Global Mental Health Research. 

Edited Journal Issues:

2014. “Ethnographic Insights on Displacement, Migration, and Deservingness in Contemporary Global Contexts,” special issue of International Migration, co-edited with Heide Castañeda. 

Book Manuscript:

In Preparation.  Grandmothers and Nicaraguan Transnational Families: Moral Economies of Care & Sacrifice
Book Reviews:
2013. Life Within Limits: Well-Being in a World of Want (Michael Jackson). NAFSA Review of Global Studies Literature No. 4, “Cultural Sensitivity and the Global Health Dilemma”. 

Non Peer-Reviewed Publications:
Cuba Today, Mirrors of History. (With Heather Wolford). Published in the Winter 2013 edition of the UO CLLAS Newsletter.

Money, Love, and the Shifting Substance of Kinship in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Published in the

April, 2012 edition of Anthropology News.

Casí Como Madres (Almost Like Mothers): Grandmother Caregivers “Mothering Again” in Nicaraguan families of

Transnational Migrant Mothers. Published in the March, 2011 newsletter of the UCLA Center for the 

Study of Women. 

Notes on Transnational Collaboration and the SfAA Meetings. Published in the May, 2010 newsletter of the Society for Applied Anthropology.
CONFERENCES (Previous Five Years)
Papers Given
2014. Gender, Power, and Depo-Provera: Constraints on Reproductive Choice in Nicaragua. (With Nicolette Dent). Society for Applied Anthropology, Albuquerque, NM. 
2013. Absences, Remittances, and Grandmother Caregiving in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. American Anthropological Association; Chicago, IL. 

2013. Gender, Distance & Depo-Provera: Understanding the Social Determinants of Women’s Reproductive Health in Rural Nicaragua. (With Nicolette Dent). Oregon State University International Health Conference. Corvallis, OR. 
2013.  Pensando Mucho (Thinking too much): Uncertainty and Distress among Grandmothers in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Cascadia Seminar in Medical Anthropology, University of British Colombia. 

2013.  Quiero ir y no quiero ir (I want to go and I don’t want to go): Ambivalence in Nicaraguan Children’s Experiences of Transnational Family Life. Society for Psychological Anthropology; San Diego, CA. 
2013. Where Narratives and Psychometrics (May) Meet: Challenges in Global Mental Health Research. Society for Applied Anthropology; Denver, CO. 
2013. Flipping Biomedicine on its Head: Borrowed Words and Strategic Suffering. (Second author, with Emily Mendenhall). Society for Applied Anthropology; Denver, CO..
2012.  Economic Desperation and Universal Protection: Nicaraguan Migration and Human Rights Advocacy. American 

Anthropological Association; San Francisco, CA. 

2012. “Quiero Ir y No Quiero Ir” (“I want to go and I don’t want to go”): Children’s Experiences of Uncertainty in 
Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Southwest Social Sciences Association; San Diego, CA. 
2011. “El Cuido”: The Moral Economies of Grandmother Caregiving in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. American Anthropological Association; Montréal, Quebec. 
2010. Chaos, Sickness, and Sacrifice: Grandmother Caregiving in Nicaraguan Mother Migrant Families. American Anthropological Association; New Orleans, LA. 
2010. Abuelas and Abandonm​ent: Exploring the impacts of women’s migration on intergenerational 

caregiving in Nicaraguan sending families. Society for Applied Anthropology; Mérida, México. 
2010. “I feel it in my heart”: Children’s Experiences of Mother Migration in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. University of California Center of Expertise on Migration and Health workshop. UCSD, San Diego, CA. 
2009.  Anthropologists Engaging in Latin American Solidarity Movements: Challenges and Insights from the Field. (First Author; with Beth Baker-Cristales). Society for Applied Anthropology; Santa Fe, NM. 
2009.  Soul Food: A Community in Crisis and the Everyday Practices of Family Wellbeing. Society for Psychological Anthropology; Asilomar, CA.
Panels Organized & Chaired

2013.  Living with Parent Migration: Consequences for and Interventions with Children. Society for Psychological Anthropology & Anthropology of Youth and Children Interest Group; San Diego, CA. 
2013. Talking Across Disciplines: Anthropological and Psychological Research with Latino/a Families and Children.  Society for Psychological Anthropology; San Diego, CA. 
2012. Economic Migration and the Undeserving Subject: Interrogating the distinction between ‘voluntary’ and ‘forced’ 
migration. American Anthropological Association; San Francisco, CA. 

2011. Moral Economies of Care: Legacies of Difference, inequality, and transformation in 21st century caregiving 

configurations. American Anthropological Association; Montréal, Quebec.
2010. Vulnerabilities and Exclusions in Global Migration Research: Ideologies, Practices, and Interventions with Latin American and Caribbean Migrant-Sending Families and Communities. Society for Applied Anthropology; Mérida, México. 

Panel Discussant

2014. Witchcraft and PTSD: Where the Sacred Meets the Psychiatric in Nepal. Society for Applied Anthropology, Albuquerque, NM.

2013. Strategic Engagements with Academic Histories: Ethical Methodological Choices to Shift Negative Representations. American Anthropological Association; Chicago, IL. 

INVITED LECTURES
2013.  Quiero ir y no quiero ir: Vida transnacional y experiencias ambivalentes entre niños Nicaragüenses. Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa, Mazatlán, México. 
2013.  Nicaraguan Children’s Experiences of Mother Migration and Transnational Family Life. UO Anthropology Colloquium UO. 

2012. Anthropological Research Methods: Theory and Practice. Instituto Nacional de Psiquiatría; México, D.F. 2012.

“Pensando Mucho” (“Thinking too much”): Uncertain Futures and Grandmothers’ Emotional Distress in Nicaraguan Transnational Families. Psychodynamic Seminar; UCSD Dept. of Anthropology. 
2011.  “Time On”: Gaining first-hand experience in Global Public Health. Global Health Initiative Night; UCSD Global Health Program. 

2011. “No se Ajustan” (“They don’t Measure Up”): Absences, Remittances, and the Moral Economy of Care for Grandmothers in Nicaraguan Families of Mother Migrants. Psychodynamic Seminar; UCSD Dept. of Anthropology. 
Research projects & experience
Schizophrenia and Caregiving in Mexican-American and Mexican Families. Los Angeles, CA and Puebla, Mexico. 2012-present.

Incorporating the Healing Arts in End-Of-Life Care. Oregon. 2012-present.

Exploring Karen Refugees’ Experiences of Displacement & Resettlement. San Diego, CA. 2011-12.

Doctoral Dissertation Field Research.  Managua, Nicaragua. 2009-10.
Graduate Student Researcher. UCLA Center on Everyday Lives of Families. 2007-09.

M.A. Field Research.  Matagalpa, Nicaragua. 2006 & 2003.
Translator, UCLA Medical Brigades. Matagalpa, Nicaragua. 2003.

Graduate Student Researcher. UCLA Dept. of Community Health Sciences. 2002-03.
MPH Field Research Internship. Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 2002.
Professional ACTIVITIES
Manuscript Reviewer:  American Ethnologist; Culture, Medicine & Psychiatry; Ethos: The Journal of the Society for Psychological Anthropology; Global Public Health; Medical Anthropology Quarterly; The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology; Routledge Perspectives on Development; Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America 

Invited Judge: Society for Psychological Anthropology Condon Prize (2013-2016); Society for Medical Anthropology; Critical Anthropology for Global Health Interest Group, Rudolf Virchow Award (2012)

Member: American Anthropological Association, Society for Latin American & Caribbean Anthropology, Society for Medical Anthropology, Society for Medical Anthropology Critical Anthropology of Global Health Working Group, Society for Psychological Anthropology, Society for Applied Anthropology

DEPARTMENT & UNIVERSITY SERVICE
UO Global Health Advisory Committee member (2013-present).

UO Center for the Study of Women & Society, Narrative, Health & Social Justice Research Interest Group Co-Founder (2013-present)

UO Global Health Advisory Committee, Member (2013-present)

UO Latin American Studies Program, Advisory Committee Member (2013-14)

UO Center for Latino/a and Latin American Studies, Advisory Board Member (2012-present)

UCLA Student Health Advisory Committee, Graduate Student Representative (2004-06)

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS
Extramural Grants

Fulbright Institute for International Education Grant (2009-10)
National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant (2009-10)
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Award (2009, Declined)

Foreign Language & Area Studies Fellowships - Portuguese & Brazilian Studies (2004-05)
Intramural Grants (at UO)
Oregon Humanities Center Research Fellowship (2014)

UO RIGE I3 Award. PI: Patricia Dewey. Project: Arts in Healthcare (2013)

UO Junior Professorship Development Award (2013)

UO Center for the Study of Women & Society; Conference Travel Grant (2013)

Awards

Richard G. Condon Prize, Best Student Paper in Psychological Anthropology (2009)

National Science Foundation Summer Institute for Research Design - participant (2008)
Bixby Award for Summer Research in Population & Demography (2005)

UCLA Public Health Students Association TA of the Year Award (2002)

Lewis & Clark College Rena Ratte Award for Outstanding Woman Undergraduate (1994)


RESEARCH INTERESTS

Medical and Psychological Anthropology, Transnational Migration and Transnational Family Life; Global Health, Public Health, and Global Mental Health; Cross-Cultural Psychology; Social and Cultural Determinants of Health and Health Disparities; Schizophrenia and Family Caregiving in Mexican and Mexican-American Families; Women’s Health & Reproductive Health; Care, Caregiving, and Health; Kinship, Gender, and the Family; Nicaragua, México, Latin America. 
Languages
Spanish (fluent); Portuguese (intermediate fluency); French (coursework).
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