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PHIL 335: Medical Ethics         
Summer 2019   
Online 
Room: TBA  
Instructor: Martina Ferrari 
 

Office Hours: R 10:00–12:00 & by appt. 
Office: 232 Susan Campbell Hall 
email: mferrar2@uoregon.edu 

Course Description  

From questions about the permissibility research on human subjects to the ongoing debate about 
health care, this course surveys some of the most important social questions of our time: Is an 
embryo a person? How do our answers to this question inform our views about abortion? Or stem 
cell research? Is there any moral difference between active and passive euthanasia? Should we 
experiment on human beings? Do we, as members of an advanced society, have a right to health 
care? In this class, you will develop a baseline knowledge about issues in biomedical ethics, and you 
will develop the tools to analyze and evaluate conflicting positions on complex moral issues. In this 
class, we are not merely interested in what certain people believe, but rather, whether the reasons 
they give for their beliefs are good ones.  

We will study the legal, moral, and philosophical debates surrounding emerging biomedical 
technologies, policies, and practices. The course begins with a brief introduction to philosophical 
methodology and then takes up applied and theoretical questions about abortion, autonomy, 
confidentiality, consent, research, enhancement, reproduction, euthanasia, and healthcare. The study 
of biomedical ethics, by its very nature, promotes open inquiry from a variety of perspectives. You 
will learn how to approach ethical issues with analytical precision, moral concern, and reflective 
judgment. This involves carefully attending to a range of theoretical positions in dialogue with 
concrete situations and contexts.  
 
Learning Outcomes:  

• Develop intellectual generosity and critical skills 
• Develop clarity in expression (both written and verbal expression) and rigor in argument 
• Gain exposure to central ethical theories  
• Learn to recognize and identify moral arguments (and non- arguments)  
• Learn to recognize and identify fallacies in moral reasoning,  
• Learn to formulate original and coherent moral arguments in a variety of media,  
• Actively participate in respectful and critical public discourse about contemporary moral 

problems.  
 
Required Texts:  
Unless otherwise indicated, all readings are available on Canvas. 
 
Assignments  
Weekly Reading Quizzes (24%) 
Take home Final Exam: (25%)  
Take home Midterm Exam (25%) 

Final Paper: (20%)  
Discussion: (6%) 
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Discussion (6%) 
Each week, by the end of the week, you are expected to post 2 thoughtful and well-articulated 
comments prompted by the material assigned for the week on Canvas, under “Discussion.”  
The comments must be informed by the assigned readings, NOT express your personal 
belief or opinion. This means that your comments should be presented in a thoughtful 
manner that engages the argument presented by the authors. One comment should raise a 
point in response to the reading. The second should respond to a question or point that a 
classmate has made. To ensure that these discussion posts are completed in a timely fashion, it is 
required that all students have completed at least one post by Thursday at midnight. The pots 
must be roughly a paragraph long between 3 and 6 sentences.  
While the posts are not graded, to receive full credit the posts must be thoughtful and in coherent 
and grammatically correct English with complete sentences and proper punctuation.  
In addition to posting your comments on Canvas, before the end of the term on 8/18, send me a 
word document in which you compile your two weekly comments. The document should 
include the date and time of your posting the 2 weekly comments. Failure to post the 2 comments 
per week or meet the above-mentioned criteria will result in a 0 for the week.  
 
Weekly Reading Quizzes (8x3%=24%) 
By Sunday at 11:59pm of each week, you will have to have completed a reading quiz on that week’s 
assigned readings. You can take the quiz at any time during the week. You must complete it before 
the Sunday at the end of that week. For example, by Sunday, 6/30, at 11:59pm, you will have to 
have completed Quiz #1. Quiz #1 will have been on the material covered during week 1. By 
Sunday, 7/7, at 11:59pm, you will have to have completed Quiz #2. Quiz #2 will have been on the 
material covered during week 2. The quizzes will be on Canvas. The quizzes will be timed. This 
means that once you start the quiz, you will have 10 minutes to complete it.  
Keep in mind that, although each quiz is worth 3% of your grade, cumulatively, they are worth a big 
chunk of your final grade (almost a fourth!). It is in your interest to complete the quizzes. A low 
grade is better than a missed quiz, which is automatically a 0.  
There are no due-overs or make-up quizzes. 
 
Midterm Take Home Exam (25%) 
There will be one midterm exam (Week 5). The exam will be based on all of the assigned material up 
until that point; this includes material covered in the lecture slides and the assigned material not 
covered in the slides but in the readings. It will involve multiple choice, short answers, and a few 
longer essay-style questions. You will have 24 hours to complete the exam. The exam will be 
released on Thursday, 7/25 at 11:59 pm and it will be due on 7/26 at 11:59 pm.  
 
Final Take Home Exam (25%) 
There will be one final exam (Week 8). The exam will be based on all of the assigned material from 
beginning of week 5 up until that point; this includes material covered in the lecture slides and the 
assigned material not covered in the slides but in the readings. It will involve multiple choice, short 
answers, and a few longer essay-style questions. You will have 24 hours to complete the exam. The 
exam will be released on 8/15 at 11:59 pm and it will be due on 8/16 at 11:59 pm. 
 
Final Paper (20%)  
The final paper will consist of choosing one prompt among the ones proposed by the instructor and 
will require you to make a coherent and well-developed argument in response to the prompt dealing 
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with material from the course. The final paper should be 1500 words ca. The final paper is both 
open- book and untimed, so you can start it as soon as prompts are posted. Because the final take 
home exam is due a few days before the final paper is, I strongly recommend that you start writing 
your final paper early!  
The final paper will be penalized one latter grade per each day that it is late.  
The final paper is due on 8/18 at 11:59pm.  
 
**FAILURE TO TURN IN ANY OF THE MIDTERM TAKE HOME EXAM, FINAL 
TAKE HOME EXAM, OR THE FINAL PAPER WILL RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC 
FAILING GRADE FOR THE CLASS** 
 
**General Notes for Your Written Work** 
You should ALWAYS ground your reflections, questions, and comments with evidence from our 
texts. It is not enough to express your thoughts and opinions in your written work. The content of 
your writing reflections must demonstrate that you have carefully read and reflected on the texts for 
the course. Because we will discuss difficult topics related to biomedical ethics that are, for many of 
us, charged and personal, it is imperative that we handle such disclosures with respect, sensitivity, 
generosity, and care. Be especially weary of the fact that the discussion will not, unfortunately, take 
place face to face, but online. As a group, we will strive to view encounters with different beliefs as 
opportunities for learning and enrichment.  
 
Grading Rubric  
A range: This grade is assigned to exceptional work with clear and creative arguments, excellent 
understanding and use of textual evidence, excellent structure and organization, anticipation of 
counterarguments, and very few grammatical errors.  
B range: This grade is assigned to good work with room for improvement in the areas of argument, 
understanding, evidence, clarity, organization, anticipation of counterarguments, and grammar.  
C range: This grade is assigned to acceptable work and may indicate the need to gain a better 
understanding of the texts and a better understanding of how to make and support arguments.  
D range: This grade is assigned to below acceptable work and indicates that you fell below the 
standards for what is acceptable given the assignment.  
F: This grade is assigned to unacceptable work and indicates that you did not understand the texts 
or the assignment and failed to meet the minimum requirements for acceptable work on the paper. 
 
Grading Scale: 

A= 100-93%  
B+ = 89-87%  
A- = 92-90%  
B = 86-83%  
B- = 82-80%  
C+ = 79-77%  

C = 76-73%  
C- = 72-70%  
D+ = 69-67%  
D = 66-63% 
D- = 62-60%  
F = 59% and below

 

Additional Course Policies: 
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• Writing Assistance: The University of Oregon has a Writing Lab available for students. They 
offer drop-in tutoring services on weekdays from 9am-4pm in 72 PLC. You can also make 
appointments. See http://tlc.uoregon.edu/subjects/writing/.  
 

• Accommodations: Please notify me if there are aspects of the instruction or design of this 
course that result in disability-related barriers to your participation. You are also encouraged 
to contact the Accessible Education Center in 164 Oregon Hall at 541-346- 1155 or 
uoaec@uoregon.edu. 

 
• Sexual Violence: The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of 

discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence 
and gender-based stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences 
gender-based violence (intimate partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, 
harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), know that you are not alone. UO has staff members 
trained to support survivors in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling 
services, providing academic and housing accommodations, helping with legal protective 
orders, and more.  
 
Since September 2018, graduate students are no longer considered mandatory reporters, 
but “Student-Directed Employees.” This means that, if desired, you can seek resources, 
information, and support without the obligation, on the part of the graduate student, to 
report the incident.  
 
If you wish to speak to someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, UO’s 24h 
hotline, to be connected to a confidential counselor to discuss your options, visit the SAFE 
website at www.safe.uoregon.edu, or visit the UO Counseling Center. 
 

• Accessibility: If you have a documented disability, please contact me in advance. If you need 
accommodations in this class, I will work with the Accessible Education Center to find a 
solution for you.  
 

• Academic Honesty: There will be zero tolerance for plagiarism in this course. Plagiarized 
papers will receive a 0, the student will automatically fail the course, and their name will be 
handed given to the university authorities.  For more on the University of Oregon policy on 
plagiarism, see the following website: 
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/ 
In order to avoid plagiarizing from a source, both direct quotations and paraphrases or 
summaries of material found in traditional print media or on the internet must be 
acknowledged. If you have any questions about how this definition will be interpreted, please 
do not hesitate to discuss the matter with me.  

** I will do my best to create a productive environment and inspire free thinking throughout the course. I will treat everyone fairly and 
with respect. In return, I expect you to do your best and treat everyone with respect. I want all of us to hold each other accountable. For 
this, communication is the key. Please come and talk to me if anything is bothering you. The subject matter will at times be sensitive 
and the discussions may be heated – and this is quite alright, as long as we don’t stop communicating. We shall build our classroom 
community together and contribute in our own unique way ** 

http://tlc.uoregon.edu/subjects/writing/
mailto:uoaec@uoregon.edu
http://www.safe.uoregon.edu/
http://libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/
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Readings and Assignment Schedule  
 

Class schedule and readings are subject to revision. You will be notified ahead of time if and when this happens. (If there is anything 
you find pertinent to this class or the topics we discuss – readings, videos, images, etc. contact me about including it in our schedule).  

 
Week 1  
 

1. What is Bioethics?  
“Introduction,” from Bioethics (pp. 6)  
Gaines and Juengst, “Origin myths in Bioethics: constructing sources, motives and reason in 

Bioethic(s)” (pp. 22)  
 
Recommended: Vaughn, “Bioethics and Moral Theories” (pp. 12) 
**This piece is helpful to review the basic moral theories. If you have not taken an ethics class 

before, read this article! If you have, it won’t hurt to briefly revisit the different theories.  
 

2. Informed Consent, Paternalism, and Patient Autonomy 
Mill, “On Liberty” (pp. 2)  
Beauchamp, “Informed Consent: Its History, Meaning, and Present Challenges” (pp. 4)  
 
Recommended: Vaughn, “Paternalism and Autonomy” (pp. 2) 

**This extremely short piece is helpful to get a better grasp on the concepts of autonomy 
and paternalism. 

 
6/30 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #1 DUE 
 
Week 2  

2.2 Informed Consent, Paternalism, and Patient Autonomy 
Brown, “‘You’ve got bad blood’: The horror of the Tuskegee syphilis experiment” 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/05/16/youve-got-bad-blood-the-

horror-of-the-tuskegee-syphilis-experiment/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.98b1e52316ef 
Hodge, “No Meaningful Apology for American Indian: Unethical Research Abuses” (pp. 11) 
 

3. Reproductive Ethics: Abortion 
Thompson, “A Defense of Abortion” (pp. ) 
Marquis, “Why abortion is immoral” (pp. ) 
Tooley, “Abortion and Infanticide” (pp. 15) 
 
7/7 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #2 DUE 
 
Week 3 
 

3.2    Reproductive Ethics: Genetics & Abortion 
Purdy, “Genetics and Reproductive Risk: Can Having Children Be Immoral?” (pp. 7) 
Asch, “Prenatal Diagnosis and Selective Abortion: A Challenge to Practice and Policy” (pp. 14) 
 
Recommended: TBA on Immorality of having children from an environmental perspective  
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/05/16/youve-got-bad-blood-the-horror-of-the-tuskegee-syphilis-experiment/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.98b1e52316ef
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/05/16/youve-got-bad-blood-the-horror-of-the-tuskegee-syphilis-experiment/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.98b1e52316ef
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3.3 Reproductive Ethics: Racism & Abortion 
Roberts, “Punishing Drug Addicts Who Have Babies: Women of Color, Equality, and the Right of 

Privacy” (pp. 65, but most of the pages are taken up by footnotes!) 
Davis, “Racism, Birth Control, and Reproductive Rights” (pp. 15) 
 
Watch No más bebés (No more babies) 
 
7/14 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #3 DUE 
 
Week 4 
 

4.1 Genetic Manipulation & Neuroethics  
Glover, “Questions about Some Uses of Genetic Engineering” (pp. 12) 
Resnick, “The Moral Significance of the Therapy-Enhancement Distinction in Human Genetics” 

(pp. 9) 
 

4.2 Genetic Manipulation & Neuroethics  
 
Neuroethics – Intro & Moreno, “Neuroethics: An Agenda for Neuroscience and Society” (pp. 11) 
Roskies, “Neuroethics for the New Millenium” (pp. 3) 
 
7/21 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #4 DUE 
 
Week 5 

4.3 Genetic Manipulation & Neuroethics 
 
Sandel, “What’s wrong with enhancement” (pp. 3) 
https://bioethicsarchive.georgetown.edu/pcbe/background/sandelpaper.html 
Elliot, “The Tyranny of Happiness: Ethical and Cosmetic Psychopharmacology” (pp. 7) 
 
Recommended: Freedman, “Aspirin for the mind? Some Ethical Worries about 

Psychopharmacology” 
 

4.4 Genetic Manipulation & Neuroethics  
 
Levy, “Neuroethics: Ethics and the Sciences of the Mind” (pp. 5) 
Haig, “The Ethics of Erasing a Bad Memory”  
http://content.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1671492,00.html 
Kolber, “Freedom of Memory Today” (pp. 4) 
 
7/25 at 11:59 pm – MIDTERM TAKE HOME EXAM RELEASE 
7/26 at 11:59 pm – MIDTERM TAKE HOME EXAM DUE 
 
7/28 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #5 DUE 
 
Week 6 

5. Life and Death 
Introduction to “Life and Death” + Glover, “The Sanctity of Life” (18) 

https://bioethicsarchive.georgetown.edu/pcbe/background/sandelpaper.html
http://content.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1671492,00.html
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Singer, “Is the Sanctity of Life Ethic Terminally Ill?” (pp. 17) 
 

5.2 Life and Death 
Grisez and Boyle, “The Morality of Killing: A Traditional View” (pp. 5) 
Rachels, “Active and Passive Euthanasia” (pp. 4) 
 
8/4 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #6 DUE 
 
Week 7 

5.3 Life and Death 
Callahan, “When Self-Determination Runs Amok” (pp. 5) 
Lachs, “When Abstract Moralizing Runs Amok” (pp. 3) 
 

6. Organ Donation and Ethics  
Satz, “Ethical Issues in the Supply and Demand of Human Kidneys” (pp. 17) 
Harris, “The Survival Lottery” (pp. 7) 
 
Recommended: McFaquar, “The Kindest Cut,” from The New Yorker  
 
8/11 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #7 DUE 
 
Week 8  

7. Stereotyping, Shame, and Microaggressions in Medicine 
Roberts, “Medical Stereotyping,” in Fatal Invention (pp. 10) 
Yudell, Roberts, DeSalle, Tishkoff, “Taking Race out of Human Genetics” (pp. 2) 
 

7.2 Stereotyping, Shame, and Microaggressions in Medicine 
Feder, “Tilting the Ethical Lens: Shame, Disgust, and the Body in Question” (pp. 19) 
Wahlert and Fiester, “Repaving the Road of Good Intentions: LGBT Health Care and the Queer 

Bioethical Lens” (pp. 9) 
 
8/15 at 11:59 pm – FINAL TAKE HOME EXAME RELEASE   
8/16 at 11:59 pm –FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM DUE 
 
8/18 at 11:59pm – FINAL PAPER DUE 
8/18 at 11:59 pm – Quiz #8 DUE 
 
 


